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The Latin American 

Association of Volcanology

(ALVO) was created on

November 7, 2010, at 

Manizales, Colombia. 

*Delegates from México, Guatemala, El 

Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 

Panamá, Colombia, Ecuador, Perú, 

Argentina, and Chile.





Past Presidents:

Hugo Delgado Granados (2010-

2012)

José Viramonte (2013-2014)

José Luis Palma (2015-2016)

Lizzette A. Rodríguez (2017-

2018)

Mariano Agusto (2019-2020)

Consejo Directivo/Executive Committee 

(2021 – 2022)

Pres. Mariana Patricia Jácome Paz

Vic. Pablo Forte

SG. Jorge Romero

• Rosario Vázquez- R. Norteamérica

• Carla Chún- R. Centroamérica y Caribe

• Julián Ceballos– R. Sudamérica Norte

• Daniel Bertín– R. Sudamérica Sur

• Camila Zúñiga, Yemerith Alpízar– R. Estudiantil

Pres. Ex. Mariano Agusto

Tes. Lizzette Rodríguez
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Members by country:

>1300 members

Honorary Members:

• Michael J. Carr

• Thomas J. Casadevall

• Servando de la Cruz Reyna 

• Ramón Ortiz Ramis

• William I. Rose

• Michael F. Sheridan

• Robert I. Tilling

• Minard L. Hall

• Setsuya Nakada

• John Pallister

• Franco Tassi

• Randy White

• Salvatore Inguaggiato

• Jean- Claude Thouret

• Dr. Steffen Kutterolf

• Marta Calvache

• Patricia Mothes

*Ordinary, 

Extraordinary & 

Student Members



Initiatives and events organized, 
co-organized, or sponsored



Encuentros/Meetings of Latin American Volcano Observatories (2015  & 2018)

Arequipa, Perú

50-70 participants: 8-11 

countries, 18-23 institutions

• Recent crisis

• Challenges

• Emergency protocols

• Communication and 

education strategies

• …



Curso Virtual y Presencial de Vulcanología

Support to educational activities

• Graduate School – Earth Sciences, UNAM

• ~10 editions

• International experts



International Course of Volcanology of 

the Central Andes, Salta, Argentina

• 25 editions - >600 students

• Organized by the Instituto GEONORTE 

Universidad Nacional de Salta & 

Unidad de Recursos Geológicos y 

Geotérmicos, INENCO (CONICET-

UNSA) 

• Sponsored by ALVO, IAVCEI & 

UNESCO

• Annually: ~25 participants, partial 

grants to graduate students

Support to educational activities



1er Encuentro/Meeting Jóvenes Volcanólogos 

Latinoamericanos (JVLA)

Lack of opportunities for formation

Need for interaction and development of cooperation networks

High participation and representation from the region



2018    Ecuador → Chile

2019    Chile → Costa Rica
Chile → México

Programa de 

Pasantías/Internships in 

Latin American Volcano 

Observatories 

• Formation of human resources

• Cooperation between Universities 

and Observatories 

• Cooperation with JVLA 

• Development of tools of 

collaboration, education, and 

evaluation

#JVLA  #ALVO #volcajovenes #IAVCEI



37 candidates (7 countries) → 3 selected → Interviews

Patricia Rengel, undergraduate student

Universidad de Yachay Tech, Ecuador
8 weeks – Observatorio Volcanológico de los Andes del Sur (OVDAS)

SERNAGEOMIN – Santiago

OVDAS – Temuco

Field work: Guallatiri, Taapaca, Parinacota, Llaima volcanoes

71 candidates (11 countries)

23 México → 3 selected → Interviews

48 Costa Rica → 3 selected → Interviews

Camila Zúñiga, Geology student - Universidad de Chile
6 weeks OVSICORI – Heredia                   Field work: Poás, Turrialba

Alfredo Esquivel, doctoral student - Universidad Católica del 

Norte, Chile
8 weeks: CENAPRED – CDMX, Instituto Geofísica – Morelia, C-GEO – Juriquilla

Field work: Popocatépetl

2018  

Ecuador → Chile

2019 

Chile → Costa Rica

Chile → México





✓Associated bodies

✓MOU signed in 2018 – first of its kind

✓Objectives: to improve/motivate (fomentar) more active 

participation of the Latin American community in IAVCEI

✓Formalize the support procedures for different events

organized by ALVO



2019  

Amiel Nieto Torres, México   

Leticia Freitas Guimaraes, Brasil

2020 

Fernanda Flores, Ecuador

Alianza CERG-C - ALVO

• Development of evaluation and

education tools.

• Formation of human resources in

the topic of risk.

• Development of Projects ALVO –

CERG in Latin America

• Possibilities of cooperation



March 22-26, 2020





Virtual Event: El 1er Congreso ALVO y la volcanología en el 
actual contexto Latinoamericano (The First ALVO Congress
and volcanology in the current Latin American context)

• November 26, 2019 - hosted by Universidad Nacional Autónoma 

de México (UNAM)

• ~110 participants (Latin America, USA, Europe)

• Main focus: discuss aspects of disaster risk reduction in the context 

of Latin America

• Motivation: cases like Fuego 2018 in Guatemala, in which the

conflict of the “guerrillas” caused the relocating of the population

without knowing the hazards; 1982 - Chichón volcano - bad

management led to territorial conflicts.



• The event demonstrated the interest in continuing dialogue and of generating more 

opportunities to reflect on these topics as part of ALVO’s agenda.

• ALVO is serving as a platform to motivate and create strategies of collaboration among

volcanologists of Latin America and social researchers and colleagues dedicated to risk

management.

Virtual Event: El 1er Congreso ALVO y la volcanología en el 
actual contexto Latinoamericano (The First ALVO Congress
and volcanology in the current Latin American context)



First ALVO Congress

• First international conference held completely 
in virtual modality (changed in 10 days)

• 5 thematic sessions, divided in 30 scientific 
sections, with over 200 presentations (poster, 
oral, and plenary talks), as well as a 
photograph exhibit and a forum (Foro ALVO)

• Working group: 21 people, in charge of 
hosting the 7 virtual rooms 

• Each day hosted up to 200 participants 
simultaneously among the virtual rooms; the 
peak in audience was for the 2 plenary talks, 
with an audience of ~145 participants. 

• The success of the events is an example of 
the strong ties of Latin American 
collaboration and interest in the development 
of volcanology.



Participant statistics

Data 

provided by:



Since the First ALVO Congress…

• ALVO demonstrated its capacity to adapt to the changes 

and situations that arose.

• Virtual activities in recent years:

o 2019: 1 event

o 2020: 7 events, 1390 participants

o 2021: 13 events, 1689 participants

o Another 11 virtual events were supported or hosted by ALVO. 

o Varied in duration from a few hours to events lasting a week.









Cities on Volcanoes 12

• February 2024

• ALVO in charge of the Program

+2nd ALVO Congress

+3rd Meeting of Latin 

American Volcano 

Observatories

…



I. Get more active participation from all the ALVO 
membership

II. Strengthen the Committees (Education, 
Research, Diffusion)

III. Strengthen our exposure in social networks

IV. Improve the image of ALVO in regions of low
membership

V. Obtain financial support for activities and 
different initiatives

Challenges through time



¡Gracias!  Thank you!

For communication with ALVO:

Secretary General – Dr. Jorge Romero

alvo.comunicaciones@gmail.com


